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ENCOUNTER1 ﬂ
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m~, ma, m2, ma

t'ng, tang, t2ng, tang

18i, 1€i, 10i, l&i

N

ch~, chi, chi, chi
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First tone: Second tone: SAEREI T, S
Arms straight out to the side, level Arms raised at 45° angle W (EWAE) , BbiTE®R

RECIE TR L8 WTLUIAR
HOMBIE, 2B Ak

FLg.

0.6 %
0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10
10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1,0

Third tone: Fourth tone:
Arms crooked at elbows in a “V” Arms lowered at 45° angle
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The neutral tone

Besides the four full tones, there’s yet another—the neutral tone—so called
because it is said lightly, without stress, and is much shorter in length than any of
the four full tones. It has no tone mark. Some words that have only a grammatical
function routinely have a neutral tone, as do many suffixes. In some (though not
all) two-syllable words, the second syllable has a neutral tone. When characters
serve as a particle or measure word, they take a neutral tone. These types of
characters will be introduced later in this book.
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a. 44-20-7766-7300
b. 61-2-9250-7111
c. 33-1-4020-5177
d. 86-10-6669-0741
e. 91-562-233-0398
f. 202-456-1111
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Tonal shifts (sandhi) on y7(the number one)

In connected speech, tones are rarely given their full value. Tones in juxtaposition can
influence each other and change their value. This is called sandhi. A few words regularly
change their tone in certain environments. An example is y~(the number one).

e It stays first tone when it stands alone, as during counting.
* It becomes second tone when followed by a fourth tone: y~+ ban=> yiban (half).

* It becomes fourth tone when followed by a first, second, or third tone: y~+ ti 'n=
yi ti“n(a day); y~+ nian=> yi nian (a year); y~+ mi20 = yi mi20 (a second).

* In the middle of a phrase, y~is usually neutral: Xi2ng yi xi2ng (think a moment). As
we go on, we will see examples of this and other tonal shifts.
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a. Buckingham Palace, London:

b. Opera House, Sydney:

c. Louvre Museum, Paris:

d. “Bird’s Nest” Stadium, Beijing:
e. Taj Mahal, Agra:

f. White House, Washington, D.C.:

0.9 HIFFIMIIBEHE S TIRE CATRIE ST, BHEXS,

TR :

Pinyin

Pinyin is a system of spelling out the sounds of Mandarin Chinese using the letters of the
English alphabet, along with the umlauted . It is an aid to accurate pronunciation used
by Chinese and foreigners alike. Developed in China in the 1950s, pinyin is now used all
over the world. Although not developed specifically for speakers of English, it is a fairly
easy system to learn. Always keep in mind, however, that the sounds of the language
must be mastered through the ear, not the eye. )

0.10 WiA—#1%i>]: WEMM. £l ChETRIEN % FhE—-&, —
BEMEUE— 1 ~ 10 ST, S— A NBOH AR T3 SRRz — AiF%, —
Nt H#F



m NHIET Chinese syllables

ENCOUNTER 2 u

All Chinese syllables are composed of three parts.

The initial consonant: There are 21 initial consonants in Chinese (plus y and W). They
are called initials because, unlike consonants in English, they appear only at the beginning
of a syllable. Note that syllables in pinyin can begin with one or two consonants, but
each letter or consonant combination represents only one sound.

The final vowel: Each syllable ends with a vowel, or with a final nor ng. Note that two
vowels can be combined to form one sound (diphthong).

The tone: As you have already learned, there are four full tones in Mandarin, plus a
neutral tone.

~

About Chinese sounds

Chinese has the ability to express meaning with as much vividness and clarity as
any other language, but it does so with a fairly limited stock of approximately 400
unique sounds or, more precisely, syllables. When you studied English, one of your
first tasks was to learn the alphabet. This knowledge helped form the basis of a
useful supply of sounds and words. In studying Chinese, you will need to learn
the syllables of Chinese. The foundation of all Chinese words is its set of single-
syllable sounds, the 400 or so monosyllables. Thus Chinese is often thought of as a
monosyllabic language, in part because each Chinese character is a single syllable.
However, Chinese words are most commonly constructed with two syllables. In fact,
more than 80 percent of Chinese words are composed of at least two syllables.

Three- and four-syllable words exist but are far less common.

\_

The following charts present the vowels and consonants of Chinese. Note that all the
sounds in the charts are one syllable, not two. Remember: Derive the sounds from what
you hear, not from what you see. Keep in mind that the pinyin alphabet is only a memory
aid, a device to help learners recall the actual sound. Chinese children use pinyin in their
textbooks more or less as you are going to do. Listen carefully to the sounds of Chinese
syllables and refer to these charts often, especially in the beginning weeks of study.
Acquiring decent pronunciation is one of your most important tasks.
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The initial consonants + yand w
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The Initial Consonants Hint

bo po mo fo (awe) > bwaw > pwaw > mwaw > fwaw
de te ne le (uh) > duh > tuh > nuh > luh

ge ke he (uh) > guh > kuh > huh

ji qi Xi (ee) > jee > chee > syee

2i ci si (zz) >dz > tsz > sz

zhi chi shi ri (rr) > jr > chr > shr > rrr

There are two additional letters— y and w—used in pinyin when none of the above
consonants begin a word.

w (pronounced /w/ as in English “win” and “war”). Chinese example: we/ (way),
WU (Wo0)

¥ (pronounced /y/ as in English “yes” and “you”). Chinese examples: ying
(rhymes with “sing”), you (thymes with “low”)

D #38% n, ng The final vowels + n and ng

o2 grarvie o 11 Y 02 Wi—WFLAT R fker R B AT B, TR W B B BRI B
Bk E g R, T ﬁ’ ﬁﬂ’g%ng\ingo

LA 552 B % B

PR AT R R >

PEAL Al 2 A A 4.

B, a, x5EH 0 U +a +e +i +0 +U +n +ng
iR AR AR, O
5 R, a (ba) bai bao ban bang
e (ne) nei nen neng
i (i jia jie jiu jin jing
i+a i i it
(jia) jlao jlan jlang
jiong
0 dou dong
u(zhu) zhua zhui zhuo zhun
u+a u
(zhua) zhuai zhuan zhuang
U (u jue jun
le

juan




ENCOUNTER 3 ﬂ
m JEiF Poems from the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE)

In normal speech, speakers of Chinese (as of any other language) tend to run words
together and slur their pronunciation (often because others can understand them anyway,

and they wish to save time and effort). In common conversations, a beginning learner
usually cannot tell which tones specific words have. In Tang poetry, however, tones are
highly valued. When reciting poetry, native speakers tend to enunciate each syllable;
tones and rhymes serve to accentuate the beauty of the lyricism. The following exercises
introduce you to two of the best known of the Tang poems for the foreign learner: Jing
ve s- # R & “Thoughts on a Quiet Night,” by poet Lf Bai Zq (701-762 CE), and
D8ng Guanqueléu & #5# 7 “Climbing Stork Tower,” by Wang Zh-huan EZ_
g (668-742 CE). By working through these poems, you will begin to get a sense for
the sounds of Chinese and how pinyin represents these sounds. If you feel up to it, go
ahead and memorize one or both of the poems. When you recite a poem, you will delight
many a native speaker of Chinese!

D (8372 B) “Thoughts on a Quiet Night”

() o3 sammersnms Pty (D . a0, —SBHRDLT .

(Line 1) Chuang gian ming yue guang.
(Line 2) Yi shi di shang shuang.

(Line 3) Ju tou wang ming yue.

(Line 4) Di tou si gu xiang.

0.13-0.17 * {EREHAIAI 2 i,
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“Waiting for Guests by Lamplight,” Taipei Palace Museum in Taiwan E%,
T A R E RTINS 013 &%
Chuéng gién ming yué gudang.
This example is typical of one kind of Tang poem. It is made up of lines, Yf shi di shang shuéng.

J@ téu wang ming yueé.
. . . . . Dt téu st gu xidng.
including characters in each line, for a total of characters. Lines ' 9 g
4, 5; 20, four; five; twenty; 1;
, and rhyme, and each of the rhyming words in this poem 2; 4 first

is in the tone.
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Y sh d sh sh (Line 1) uang ian ing ue u-ng.
J tw my
D tsgx (Line2) i i i ang u™ng.
(Line 3) n ou ang ing ue.
(Line 4) ~ ou ~ u i"ng.
015 &% 0.15 FEHT—if, 25> N BIENR il G VR A 22, 7ERESE LA BB RE,
Chuéng gian ming yué
gu™ng.
Yi shi di shang shu™ng.
I ron e e 09 - B
D-tou s gung. —— % nb s —o1 -q (pour]
A TTTIw T Tem Ty (geury)
T Us T Teus Ipys A (Teurp
T b e A TTTw e b T ey (peury
016 &= {\ 0.16 Flr—is, LA T&X R T X 73 SCRlig, 1EABES ], 1E4 53 iibs Bt
Béd front bright moon " E(l?m)ﬁﬁlﬁlo

brilliant.

Suspéct be ground upon frost.
Lift héad gaze bright moon.
Loweér héad think ancestral

home. (Line 2) Suspect be ground upon frost.

(Line 1) Bed front bright moon brilliant.

(Line 3) Lift head gaze bright moon.

(Line 4) Lower head think ancestral home.

017 B% o 0.17 UL T RIX A B ARMISEE (EAE) o (BT T, BHATRIPHY
Chuang gian ming yueé (%?glﬁ) °
gu™ng.

Yi shi di shang shu™ng.
J” téu wang ming yué.
D~ téu s~ gu xi~ng.

(Line 1) Before my bed, the moonlight is bright.

(Line 2) I take it for frost on the ground.

(Line 3) Lifting my head, I gaze at the bright moon.

(Line 4) Lowering my head, I think of my old home.




0.18 TN . LA TR BRI k0L, ik, [ Himoonid R,

&

AATA A K,
52 L.
BRI,
KK BT,

0.19 HJrfr—i., LAT2iX i R Bk R, B R iR S Bk i b R RIS,

ARATHA A R,
s
BIBHAN,
K38 HUR
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This percentage roughly holds true for many texts you will encounter as you study
Chinese (but not for very short ones, like signs). The issue of traditional vs. simplified

REFHHSZIL

characters (along with their history) will be further explored and explained in Unit 1.

D (L) “Climbing Stork Tower”
0.21 MBI T 2 ife CEASEEY MIUIR. —

(Line 1) Bai ri yi shan jin.
(Line 2) Huang He ru hai liu.
(Line 3) Yu giong gian li mu,

(Line 4) Geng shang yi ceng lou.

TER T I -

This poem, like the previous one, is made up of
characters in each line, for a total of

rhyme, and each of the rhyming words in this poem is in the

characters. Lines

o o s T v Y
E‘D{EEE o

lines, including

and

tone.

ENCOUNTER 3 u

0.18-0.20 il “= /P N —4 5%
BXEEZE 2], dnwlEE, $20.19
%uo 20/ W2 > 5 BB
Bl A b, AT
“J+’I‘T(IJ4E|LUJn %o

0.18 &%

ARATHE)E,
BANMLE.
2 3 2 (),
1k BH S

0.19 &=

JRATA A K,
B B
2R,
ﬂ&. @ *’L.A

0.20 &=
A~ 20%

0.21-0.23 « {EfKHCISTT B

2, Bk A H AT S

MR,

o LR N —d 5>,

o R Urilylﬂu_» Rl

HEEW, MEBHATN
/”\T/ \Z) G

o kA HHALRER L,

o fEifE EREANEIRHZ ]

Zoge, FUBh AR LR (W] 1 Fn R

%‘éﬁﬁﬂ)}ﬂj 7 /Jr !&WJ FrE A E

2], FEMEESS B O E

%,

U>$ m
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Béi r1 y# shan jin.

Huéng Hé ru hai lid.

Yu giéng gian If ma,

Géng shang y# céng 16u.

(F: FANEWE] i, AHLEARAT
By

four; five; twenty; 2; 4; second
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0.22 ER ﬂ 0.22 Fiy—ik, DL TFAEX R FOR SO, (EABBRZR ], RS SCiabs bt
White siin [éan mountain &nd. MR A,

Yéllow River enter sed flow.
Wish exhdust thousand mile
gaze. (Line 1) White sun lean mountain end.
More ascend oné story flor.

(Line 2) Yellow River enter sea flow.
(Line 3) Wish exhaust thousand mile gaze.

(Line 4) More ascend one story floor.

0.23 &% m 0.23 Filr—ik, DATFEXE RN BRMIE (EAME) . R0 TF, SHA
Béi iy~ sh™n jin. L sy CEE)

Huang Hé ri h2i lia.

Yu qgiéng gi™n 1§ mu.

Geng shang y- céng I6u. (Line 1) The white sun sets in the mountains.

HE: PRI L
T Y, AHIEARAT
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(Line 2) The Yellow River flows to the seas.

(Line 3) To gaze another thousand miles.

(Line 4) Climb up to yet another story.
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ENCOUNTER 4 n

0.26 &=
4;20%

m N 948 Introduction to Chinese characters

0.27 SR I I T FE 30, IR ERGIERHE, KL T GIE T 5340

IS SCIANE L

b ¥ X

person

soil, earth

mouth
moon

mountain
fire
tree

sun

Q)
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0.28 LI EZR], RN H T X LI F ARG ?

XK K AH L EKA®

0.28 &=

X fire; @ mouth; A wood; A
person; H sun; :l mountain; +
soil, earth; 7K water; /I moon;

) rain
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0.29 &=
A rén; £t 7K shuf; @ y™; R mu
L sh™n; @ k6u; B ri; X hué; A yue

0.29 L) 2> i T 5 R S AR R
rén (human, person) t" (soil, earth)  shull (water)  y” (rain) mu (tree, wood)

sh™n (mountain) k6u (mouth) M (sun) hu6 (fire)  yué (moon)

D i\ifZpEy Recognizing radicals

In addition to standing on their own, the ten characters above also serve as radicals, or
“meaning components,” of many other Chinese characters. Radicals can be thought of as
building blocks that provide a broad link to the meaning of multicomponent characters.
Notice how the first character below means “mountain range” and its radical component is,
naturally, “mountain.” Radicals can serve you well as memory aids; there are around 200 of
them, but you should concentrate on learning the 50 most common ones.

0.30 P&l LA i RIANRIER &

T

mountain range  dawn, day clouds to blow peak, summit
shine, to reflect snow to swallow canyon, gorge  evening, night
F B #H R A

&
thunder to drink new moon earth, land site, location
S > QR
forest rising moon grave, tomb withered pine tree
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0.32 [ L FIFHIE E
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lantern, light scorch ho
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splash, splatter wave, ripple a servant you
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an immortal

—_

=
=

0.33 LA MEL T IR E

&5 & W

0.34-0.36 ° il AN—4

o e
wE IR S
¥ e 5B
=S H W50

P ¥ & W

7N SEIX LR 2],
o FETFRFAEER/ AR S
« hd ﬁ - -
D iAiR#F Recognizing numbers . RN, TR
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Oo -1 —2 =3 ™ 4 s 0.34 “zero” X J N F A
6 7 A\ 8 9 + 10 “R7, (R ILLERTR % T
“0” o,
0.35 HPThiffses 5 HEL FHIE S,
ANON o LA o N H= 0.35 B
o~ - - (808) 956-2692
= « ==+ 0=X0 (916) 229-0370
(718) 966-6155
L— N o XK o N—A1 A (512) 302-2400
A—= ¢« =0= +« —m0O
0.36 (V7 “Jr” RHEMATER, Y TEERTAY “dollar” (HAHE 0.36 X%
A o LAY %50 5l 20k 10 yuan
6 yuan
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0-37°0.35 PRI ALOR 037 e KUGEIE" [94AkE, T person,
XS], AnERE, EARZ] 5F mountain fll’e@?ﬁ&ﬂ@(ﬂi

B b, POEBIER L, i ; ’

TFIRSERREH B CEE. PRINA k™ R AER? HE TR

0.37 &%

A person

i mountain
K fire
volcano

038 &% 0.38 jx &~ 4 IBRIRRE. DU “#” AUEEAE “boiled”, THEIHIXAFHY
fire JEV

fish M .

water

B —BSAARRNEL, o)
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IZH FEBEL T H?

RIXIERA IS A
0.39 &% 0.39 X R-AFETHI—T . “X7 (EEE “area” .

¥2/2yuan
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ENCOUNTERS ﬂ
¥ TiH0E Unit Rap

BT IRERDUE W, Wrafh 2 A BT A F RN . AREHIT AR D AR
HE LR, TWEFIBRIGEM .

D 32EX5 Learning to write characters

0.40 AT FHNKFHIEEIRFLA R AR RE BIES I (UFHIAR) o 5B
e, HEIREEAAME HA L,

y T ":‘9 my ﬁ" -::9 ’by /\’ 7'1‘9 +
},\’ D’ jks /\, LL’, 7K
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0.41 i+ S M IRHHRIE S (BHEXS) .
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What is culture? Bt EET SO
View the video segment “What is culture?” and then discuss the AR H CAESCIE N AL
following questions with your classmates. rRR AR AR 2R R
MR, Hfb ALLK E 2%
i, A CNESR, $EE

) ) ) R DATEE 5 rhoetix 262 22 iniA
What is the difference between “large C” culture and “small ¢” culture? Give s
some examples of each.

Give a few examples of ways in which cultural understanding is crucial for

certain bits of language, such as the expression Ch-~le ma?

What images do you associate with Chinese culture?
What are the four major inventions that China is known for?

What are some elements that can contribute to culture shock, and how can
they be avoided?




D iF5C Vocabulary

¥= Numbers

ling zero sdn three
yt one st four
er two wl five

liu six jit nine
g seven shi ten
bd eight

D REEIESERAY4ESR  Checklist of “can do” statements

SERASIC S )G, VR 24 EESE R FAIMESS .
MiEBZ#aRE Structure of Chinese

[ ] Make an accurate statement in English describing
Chinese tones.

[ ] At least some of the time, identify the tone of a Chi-
nese syllable by indicating a number (if done orally)
or a tone mark (if written).

[ ] At least some of the time, identify the initial sound
of a Chinese syllable by selecting the corresponding
pinyin letter(s).

[ ] At least some of the time, identify the final sound
of a Chinese syllable by selecting the corresponding
pinyin letter(s).

EF=R

o IhFEMAN—H—FA&ERXHE
FA, KL A O G L T
Xt

* 120 ~ 304 Bk 58 BLIX A
s

o HiFEE. EEFELE V7
AR BT, T AR T e
FUESE X ST 55 . D PR 22 A REM
B, kAR TR R, T
PALE 2 A 0N — 4 Ia) & BE [ 22 Jeom—
NPT RE

o fE¥E WL, RABIIRG T
B0 S5 378

Irf0i% Listening and speaking

[] Recognize and say the numbers 1~ 10 in various
orders.

iZ#15 Reading and writing
[] Recognize and write the characters for the numbers
1~10.

[] Recognize ten common characters that are also radi-
cals and write six of them.

[] Identify ten common radicals in characters.
[] Recognize the Chinese character for yudn.



